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Appendix 8:  Sample Course Outlines

The following course outlines are intended to demonstrate what is and what is not acceptable.  The first two examples 
provide detailed information on each course such as specific content, the type of evaluation, prerequisites and related 
information.  This level of detail allows the assessment panel to understand the degree to which courses meet the 
requirements of the standards.  The first example is from a non-accredited Canadian university and the second example 
is from a German university and has been translated. The third example provides only a few sentences of description 
for each course which does not provide enough information for evaluation. This example comes from an American 
university.



44August 2012  |  Applicant’s Manual   |   Credential Assessment for Foreign-Trained Applicants and Graduates of Non-Accredited Programs

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF THE CARIBOO 
Division of Sciences and Health Sciences 

Department of Forestry and Natural Resource Science

INTRODUCTION TO FORESTRY - FRST 100 

Winter 1999 

Instructor:  Alan Vyse Office:  S142 Phone: 371-5570 

Course Description: 

The course will provide an overview of Forestry in B.C. Forest conditions and forestry in 
BC will be compared to other parts of Canada and the world. Major forestry issues will 
be discussed from a variety of viewpoints. Students will be encouraged to share their 
views and to work together to explore various aspects of B.C. Forest Policy. At the end 
of the course students will have a better understanding of the problems of managing 
forests in the face of many competing and conflicting demands for the products and the 
many services provided by the forest in B.C., the evolving role of the "B.C. forest 
manager" in mediating those demands using a variety of tools (legislation, planning, 
research), and opportunities for personal involvement in forest management, whether as a 
future professional or an interested citizen. 

Required text: 

Hamish Kimmins "Balancing Act: environmental issues in forestry" Vancouver, UBC 
Press, 2nd ed. 1996. I chose this text because it presents information on forestry and 
forestry issues in a readable yet comprehensive manner. The presentation is balanced, 
and in my view realistic, but others disagree, principally those who view the use of 
forests from a spiritual viewpoint and regard the natural forest as the ideal.  

Other books with much pertinent material include: 

Chris Tollefson 1998.The Wealth of Forests: Markets, Regulation and Sustainable 
Forestry UBC Press.  This book contains a series of essays on B.C Forest policy. I’ll 
discuss the book when I get a copy! 

Elizabeth May 1998 At the cutting edge: the crisis in Canada’s forests. Key Porter Books. 
This book is a summary of environmentalists views about forest management in each of 
the Canadian Provinces. It is poorly written but will achieve fame for suggesting that 
Canadian Forests are going the way of the Atlantic cod fishery. 

Ben Parfitt 1998 Forest Follies: Adventures and misadventures in the Great Canadian 
Forest. Harbour publishing. Parfitt’s book has a more balanced view of forest 
management than May’s while still retaining a strong green emphasis. It is also more 

Example 1: Canadian Non-Accredited University  
 This is a very good example of  what is required for a course outline.
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readable. His style is more personable and less rhetorical and he makes his points through 
telling a story. Much of his emphasis is on B.C. 

Other B.C oriented books on Forest Policy include: 

Ken Drushka, Bob Nixon, and Ray Travers editors 1993  Touch Wood: BC Forests at the 
Crossroads.  Harbour Publishing.  $16.95.  A book of essays on B.C Forestry; the essays 
are mostly opinion pieces and deal with political issues, rather than forest science, in 
contrast to Kimmins. 

Michael M'Gonigle and Ben Parfitt 1994  Forestopia: a practical guide to the new forest 
economy.  Harbour Publishing. $16.95. This is easier to read than the above book, but 
doesn't contain as much detailed opinion. 

Herb Hammond 1991 Seeing the forest among the trees: the case for wholistic forest use. 
Polestar Press. $46.95. A more complex book than either of the two above, a more 
personal spiritual and ethical viewpoint for a much higher price, but nice pictures. 

Province of B.C 1994. The 1994 Forest Range and Recreation Resource Analysis. 
Ministry of Forests Victoria.  An survey of forestry and the forest resource in B.C. ... a 
photocopy of extracts on forest policy will be made available 

Forest policy information with a Canadian focus can easily be obtained, free, by 
requesting copies of: 

Government of Canada 1997. The state of Canada's forests: learning from History. 
Seventh report to Parliament. Canadian Forest Service Ottawa. A good source of 
information on Canada's forests and their use. 

Government of Canada 1998 The State of Canada’s forests: the peoples forests. 8th

Report to Parliament, Canadian Forest Service, Ottawa. 

If you are interested in the history of forest use, I recommend reading

John Perlin 1989 A forest journey: The role of wood in the development of civilization. 
Harvard University Press. An excellent historical tale of the role of forests and forestry in 
civilizations through the ages. 

For all kinds of information on forests and forest policy see WEB Pages:

www.canadian-forests.com; www.for gov.bc.ca; www.cif-ifc.org; www.bcen.bc.ca; 
www.rpf-bc.org
www.pfc.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca
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Course Evaluation: 

1). Final exam........................................................50% 
2). 3 short Essays..................................................   15% 
3). Forest management computer game....................     5% 
4). Project (including essay and presentation)............   30% 

Course Content: 

Jan. 7th   Issues in the management of B.C.'s forests 
Jan. 14th   B.C.'s Forests and the world 
Jan. 21st   How do  we manage our forests in B.C.? 
Jan. 28th   The management structure: laws, policies, tenures, and practices 
Feb. 4th Forest Practices Code: what is in it? Is it working? Is Certification an 

alternative?
Feb. 11th    The clearcutting debate with an emphasis on alternatives 
Feb. 18th   SPRING BREAK  
Feb. 25th Timber supply: what is it? how is it calculated? what affects it? 
Mar. 4th   Local communities; effects of timber supply reductions  
Mar. 11th Forest Renewal BC; what is it; what will it do; Planning for future forest 

use
Mar. 18th Treaty negotiations with First nations and their effect on forestry 
Mar. 25th Sustainable forestry in B.C.: is it possible? 
April 1st Group presentations 
April 8th   Group presentations;  plus course REVIEW 
April 15th Exam (tentative) 
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Example 2: German University with English Translation 
 This is the bare minimum of  what is required for a course outline.
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Example 3: American University 
 This does not meet what is required for a course outline.
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