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Requiring 
Lichens 

Visuals 
High High Moderate to 

High Moderate Moderate Low-Moderate None Low Moderate 
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Code Description 
PA_NAME Protected Area Name 
FCODE ArcGIS reference field 
POLY_NBR  Polygon number 
SOURCE Data source 
BGCUNIT Biogeoclimatic unit (combined BGC zone/subzone/variant) 
ASP Aspect 
FUEL_CR Crown fuel loading class 
FUEL_SU Surface fuel loading class 
FUEL_LD Ladder fuel loading class 
FUEL_AL Combined fuel loading class 
SG Site group 
ECO1_DEC 1st ecosystem component - % decile 
ECO1_SS 1st ecosystem component - site series 
ECO1_SM1 1st ecosystem component - 1st site modifier 
ECO1_SM2 1st ecosystem component - 2nd site modifier 
ECO1_SM3 1st ecosystem component - 3rd site modifier 
ECO1_STR 1st ecosystem component - structural stage 
ECO1_STD 1st ecosystem component – stand composition modifier 
ECO2_DEC 2nd ecosystem component - % decile 
ECO2_SS 2nd  ecosystem component - site series 
ECO2_SM1 2nd ecosystem component - 1st site modifier 
ECO2_SM2 2nd ecosystem component - 2nd site modifier 
ECO2_SM3 2nd ecosystem component - 3rd site modifier 
ECO2_STR 2nd ecosystem component - structural stage 
ECO2_STD 2nd ecosystem component - stand composition modifier 
ECO3_DEC 3rd ecosystem component - % decile 
ECO3_SS 3rd  ecosystem component - site series 
ECO3_SM1 3rd ecosystem component - 1st site modifier 
ECO3_SM2 3rd ecosystem component - 2nd site modifier 
ECO3_SM3 3rd ecosystem component - 3rd site modifier 
ECO3_STR 3rd ecosystem component - structural stage 
ECO3_STD 3rd ecosystem component - stand composition modifier 
AREA Polygon area in hectares 
FUEL_TYPE Fuel type according to National benchmark fuel types 
SENS Ecosystem sensitivity to disturbance 
DENS_HAZ Lodgepole pine density as indicator of susceptibility to mountain pine 

beetle 
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FIELD DESCRIPTIONS 
 
SOURCE 
 
Code Description 
G Ground inspection plot – data recorded on plot cards from the ground 
P Photo interpretation – data interpreted from air photo 
V Visual inspection – data noted on air photos  
 
BIOGEOCLIMATIC UNIT (ZONE/SUBZONE/VARIANT) 
 
Code Description 
SBSdh Dry Hot Sub-Boreal Spruce 
 
ASPECT  
�

CODE NAME DESCRIPTION 

W Warm slopes >35% and between 1350 to 2850  
C Cool slopes >35% and between 2850 to 1350  
G Gentle slopes < 35% 
 
 
SITE GROUP  
 
Code Site 

Group 
Name Comments 

CWHms1 units 
01 ZO FdSx – Rough-leaved 

Ricegrass 
submesic to mesic/poor to medium sites (zonal) 

02 DR Pl – Velvet-leafed 
blueberry - Lichen 

very dry/poor sites on deep sand, bedrock or very 
thin soils 

03 DR Fd - Lichen subxeric to xeric/poor sites 
04 DR Pl – Pinegrass \ Feather 

moss 
subxeric to submesic/poor to medium sites 

05 MP Pl – Labrador tea mesic/poor sites 
06 MR Pl – Spruce - 

Thimbleberry 
Subhygric/medium to rich sites 

09 WE Sb - Sphagnum wet/poor sparsely forested bog  
CB  Cutbank  
CF  Cultivated Field  
 
 
SITE MODIFIERS  
 

Code Name Description 
an anthropogenic sites on extensive disturbed soils, usually associated 
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Code Name Description 
with construction spoils. 

x drier than typical drier than typical range for site series 
po poor productivity sites with poorer than normal productivity for site unit 
ri ridge sites on pronounced ridge crests 
sh shallow sites with predominantly shallow (<1m) soils 
sl slope sites with slopes 35-70% 
 
STRUCTURAL STAGE (RIC 1998) 
 
Code Description 
1 Sparse/bryoid < 20% shrub cover, < 10% tree cover 
2 Herb - herb dominated communities; <10% tree cover, < 20% shrub cover 
3 Shrub/Herb – > 20% shrub cover, tree cover < 10% 
4 Pole/Sapling - trees > 10m tall have overtopped shrub and herb layer; dense stands 

usually less than 40 yrs since disturbance; includes stagnated older stands 
5 Young Forest - self-thinning evident with canopy layers developed; more open than 

PS; usually 40-80 yrs 
6 Mature Forest - main canopy trees mature; well-developed understory often with 

advance regen; usually 80-250 yrs 
7 Old Forest - old structurally complex stands with snags and CWD; > 250 yrs 
 
 
FUEL TYPE 
 

Code Description 

C2 Coniferous, pole sapling stands (<40 yrs) with high stem density and high crown 
closure (>80%) 

C3 Coniferous, young forests with moderate to closed canopies 
C4 Coniferous, shrub-herb stands (< 10m), and pole sapling stands (> 10m and < 

40 yrs) with moderate to closed canopies 
C5 Coniferous, mature and old stands 
C7 Coniferous, pole sapling and young forest stands with open canopies 
D1 Deciduous stands 
M2 Mixed deciduous/coniferous stands 
O1b Grass or shrub dominated with little tree cover 
Non-fuel Any significant areas with non-flammable materials (i.e. rock or pavement) or 

water bodies 
 

SENSITIVITY TO DISTURBANCE 
 

Code Description 

Very Low Very low sensitivity to disturbance 
Low Low sensitivity to disturbance 
Moderate Moderate sensitivity to disturbance 
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High High sensitivity to disturbance 
�

DENSITY HAZARD 
 

Code Description 

Low < 250 stems of lodgepole pine per hectare 
Moderate 250-750 stems of lodgepole pine per hectare 
High > 750 stems of lodgepole pine per hectare 
�



About B. A. Blackwell & Associates Ltd. 
We are Canadian forestry consultants dedicated to providing high quality, cost-efficient 
professional forestry and environmental management services. We have diverse 
experience in a range of forest management disciplines and are at the forefront of 
Canadian forestry and forestry practice in BC. 

We are based in North Vancouver and Williams Lake, BC. For more information about 
us please visit http://www.bablackwell.com. 

Sustainable Forest Management 

We have diverse experience in a range of forest management disciplines. Services 
include: Forest Fire Management, Forest Engineering, Silviculture, Bioenergy, Forest 
Health, Pine Beetle, Danger Tree and Windthrow Management, Timber Valuation, Forest 
Practices Audits, Forestry Research. 

GIS & Cartography 

Our leading-edge GIS department has wide-ranging capabilities in programming, GIS 
analysis, and cartography. We offer professional consulting and technical services in the 
areas of Digital Mapping, GIS Applications and Spatial Analysis. 

For more information about us please visit http://www.bablackwell.com. 


